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Applied Article: Section 29 footnote, Section 29 subsection 2 and Section 36 

The present application should be rejected for the following grounds. If the applicant 
wants to argue against the rejection, an argument shall be filed within 60 days after the mailing . 
date of this notice, i. e. by September 13, 2003* 

GROUNDS 

A. The invention as defined in the following claim of the present application shall not be 
patented under the provision of Japanese Patent Law, Section 29, main paragraph of subsection 
1. 

Detailed Comments 

Claims 1-4: 
Comments: 

Claims 1-4, each of which recites a recording medium, define only the contents of data 
recorded in the medium and are directed to mere presentation of information. Therefore, the 
claimed inventions do not fall within the category of the so-called creation of technical idea 
utilizing natural laws as provided in the Patent Law, 

Claim 5: 
Comments: 

Invention of claim 5 merely uses a recording medium in part of an item ordering 
method, and the claimed invention is never arranged to perform the ordering method by a 
computer specifically utilizing natural laws. Therefore, the claimed inventions do not fall 
within the category of the creation of technical idea utilizing natural laws as provided in the 
Patent Law. 

B. The invention as defined in the following claim of the present application shall not be 
patented under the provision of Japanese Patent Law, Section 29, subsection 2, because they 
could have been easily made, prior to the filing of the application, by a person skilled in the art, 
on the basis of the inventions described in the following publication distributed in Japan or other 
countries prior to the filing of the application. 
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Detailed Comments (for the citation, see the Listing of Cited References below): 

Citationsl-5 against Claims 1-8: 
Comments 

Citation 1 discloses a system which allows a user to select a desired item on an offline 
basis from an electronic catalogue stored on a CD-ROM and then place an order via a 
communication line. 

Applying the system of Citation 1 to a music delivery service as disclosed in Citation 2 
or 3 is a matter of obvious choice. 

Please refer to the drawings etc. of Citation 4 for details of interface design, and 
paragraph [0023] of Citation 5 for details of related items. 

A flow of a series of operations, such as selection (search) of a desired item, display* and 
other processing of a shopping cart, order screen and confirmation screen, etc. using the WWW 
(HTML) technique is well known in the art. 

LIST of CITATIONS 

Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. 10-162079 

(New Century Music Life To Enjoy Via Music Distribution) 
ZEROONE, Volume 48, 51-61, released on May 1, 2000, Nikkei Home 
Shuppansha, Japan 

(Accelerating Music Distribution, This is a website to be given attention) 
PC STYLE 21, Volume 1, No. 2, 19^1 released on January 18, 2000, 
Kabushiki Kaisha Mainichi Communication, Japan 

Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. HEI 11-185381 

Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. 2000-285155 

C. The claims of this application do not comply with requirement specified in the provision 
of Japanese Patent Law, Section 36, subsection 6, item 2. 

Detailed Comments 

Terms used in the claims and terms used in the description of the invention are 
substantially different from each other, and correspondency between the terms is not clear. 
Thus, it is difficult to understand the inventions defined in the claims. 

Therefore, the inventions of claims 1-8 lack clarity. 



Citation 1: 
Citation 2: 

Citation 3: 

Citation 4: 
Citation 5: 
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^Suggestions for Amendments, etc.> 

Because of the difficulty to understand the claimed invention, it is not possible to fully 
examine the claimed invention as to the requirements of Section 29, main paragraph and 
subsection 1 

The Examiner suggests that the applicant use uniform terms in both the claims and the 
description of the invention, or clarify the correspondency between the terms used in the claims 
and description of the invention, for example, by imparting the terms with parenthesized 
notations of the corresponding terms. 

Note that, if clear correspondency between the terms is added to the specification by an 
amendment, it might constitute an introduction of new matter; thus, the applicant should fully 
explain, in an argument, portions of the description as the bases of the amendments. 

The Examiner's suggestions given above are just hints for dealing with the Office 
Action, which are never intended to produce any legal effect. Namely, it is the applicant who 
should decide how the specification and the drawings are to be amended. 
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